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The wolf cometh
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On September 2, 2011, surprised
motorists in Duiven, a satellite town
of Arnhem in the east of the Netherlands, sited what appeared to be
a young wolf trying to cross a busy
road. The sighting took place in daylight and the ‘wolf’ appeared frightened of people and the traffic. Before
it fled the area, a female motorist
managed to snap the animal with her
mobile phone camera. The images
show clearly what looks like a European grey wolf. Unfortunately, the
resolution of the camera was so low
that scientists and wolf experts could
not give a 100% confirmation that it
was the real mcCoy.
In August of that year, a Belgian
film team from the programme Dieren in Nesten, were intent on filming the first returning lynx to the Ardennen region of Belgium. Instead of
filming an extremely rare predatory
cat, the team filmed what appeared to
be a European grey wolf, the first on
Belgian soil in 110 years. This time,
French wolf expert Eric Marboutin
was able to make a 100% confirmation that the animal captured in the
film was indeed a wild wolf.
On April 15, 2013, what appeared
to be a wolf was photographed near
Meppen, a German town near the
eastern Dutch city of Emmen. The
sighting took place on a German military shooting range, 30 kilometers
from the Dutch border. Again, a 100%
confirmation could not be made.
On October 4, 2013, excitement
among the Dutch was palpable when
a dead wolf was found lying on the
side of the road near Luttelgeest, 20
km north of Lelystad. Excitement
quickly turned to disappointment for
many, as scientific examination from
the Dutch Wildlife Health Center
(DWHC) from the Universiteit Utrecht
revealed the wolf had been apparently shot in Poland and left lying on the
road. The scientists could determine
the Polish origins from testing the
animal’s stomach contents.
The last sighting of a suspected
wolf took place in June of 2014, in
Ootmarsum, near Twente. Three
people witnessed what appeared to
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be a grey wolf as it made a 12-kilometer journey through the Dutch
countryside before returning over the
Dutch-German border. Roel Korbee, a
park ranger who owns two wolf dog
hybrids, said that after talking with
the witnesses, he was convinced the
animal was a wolf. Due to a lack of
photographic and DNA evidence,
however, this sighting could not be
confirmed as the event that saw the
first wolf return to the Netherlands in
150 years.

Extinction

The last bastion for the wolf before
the fall of the Berlin wall was Eastern
Europe and the mountains of Italy
and Spain.
Hunting and the vast reduction of
prey species were the main factors in
the decline of the wolf in the west.
The reason for its demise was because it was seen as a threat. Historic
documents from the UK also accuse
the wolves of digging up graves and
eating bodies.
In the Netherlands, the wolf was
driven out of the western provinces
of Noord-Holland and Zuid-Holland
first. This was followed in Utrecht
(1775), Drenthe (1780), Gelderland
(1822), and Limburg (1869).
The last known wolf to be shot in
the Netherlands was killed near Helvoirt in Noord-Brabant in 1869, with
an occasional wandering wolf recorded in later years. In Belgium, the last
wolf was killed in 1886 and in the
Eifel region of Germany extinction
occurred in 1890. In the UK, the last
wolf was exterminated in 1743.

The natural return of the wolf

Since acquiring protection by EU
conservation laws, wolves have been
able to migrate to areas in Europe
(France, Germany, Scandinavia, Italy,
and the Alps). After the iron curtain
fell, protection was also brought to
the Eastern European states that
joined the EU, further increasing the
wolf population. Partly because of
this EU protection, a wolf pack has
now established itself just 150 kilometers from the Dutch border with

Germany. In the last 15 years since
their comeback, roughly 300 wolves
have made Germany their home.
According to Wolven in Nederland,
an organization set up to deal with
the wolf’s inevitable return to the
Netherlands, wolves don’t recognize
borders, so its certain they will at
least enter this country for a look
around.
Some may be surprised to know
that the Netherlands, being such a
cramped country, could actually support a population of large predators.
Glenn Lelieveld from Wolven in
Nederland: “European wolves are
nocturnal for a reason; in Yellowstone
National Park (the US), you can see
them during the day, that’s because
they are left in peace over there. In
Europe, there are a lot more people
around and you usually won’t see
them in daylight. Large herbivores
(the wolves’ prey) are most active at
night for the same reason: to avoid
us. If you go to a small hide in a
quiet forest, you might see a wolf, but
the chances of this happening remain
extremely small.”
A wolf’s territorial range is
surprisingly less reliant on human
numbers and more reliant on prey
numbers. “If you look at the areas
that support roe deer, then most of
those areas can also support wolves;
so pretty much, half of the Netherlands,” says Lelieveld.
These areas include the regions
(a rough line) between Bergen op
Zoom, Utrecht and Almere in the
Netherlands. Lelieveld does doubt
that wolves will make it to the densely populated Randstad however, as
“the dunes are not suitable because
of the intensive touristic activity and
small amounts of forest”.

cooperation of nature conservancy
NGOs and volunteers such as ARK,
the Dutch hunters association KNJV,
and other interested groups. According to the organization’s spokesman,
Leo Linnartz, the arrival of the wolf
in the Netherlands is only a matter of
time.
“We prepare for the coming of
this predator by informing the public, hunters, and sheep farmers of
the facts and figures we know about
wolves in Europe and America. We
give special attention to the wolf

populations in Germany and France,
since they are closest to the Netherlands and are approaching rapidly”.
“We do have sightings, but no
proof yet. I believe wolves have been
entering the Netherlands since the
year 2000, but to get proof, we hope
to photo trap one of them. Both we
and the German wolf officials are certain that they are crossing the Dutch
border.”
As of August 2014, volunteers
have set several camera traps on the
Dutch-German border. Wolven in

Wolven in Nederland and
camera traps
The Netherlands is the only country in Europe that has established a
plan to deal with the wolf’s arrival
before it actually happens. Part of
that plan includes organizations such
as Wolven in Nederland, which is a
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