FEATURE
Nederland want this to increase to a
network of several hundred cameras.
“The aim is not only to capture the
first wolf coming over but also to capture other secret wildlife,” says Linnartz.
The locations of these traps are
kept a strict secret. However, it is
a safe bet that the areas near Arnhem and Enschede, where suspected
wolves have been already spotted, are
among the locations.
Lelieveld, who heads up a volunteer group that sets the cameras, says
they “have only been busy with the
project for a few months. So far, only
the odd fox, wild boar and roe deer
have been captured by the cameras.
If a wolf had been snapped, everyone
would know about it.”
The movements of wolves also
coincide with the seasons, Lelieveld
says. “In the autumn, this year’s young
wolves will try and find new territory
of their own, if they are large enough.
The second-year wolves will most
likely leave their family and seek new
territory, after they have helped raise
this year’s cubs.”
When a wolf is sighted in the
Netherlands, Lelieveld or one of his
fellow specialists will investigate the
area and try to collect any wolf hair,
footprints, or scat (droppings), and
send them to Germany for DNA testing. Germany has a large DNA database, which can help identify where
the wolf originally came from.
Dutch habitat for the wolves
According to ARK’s Leo Linnartz,
“the best habitat in the Netherlands
is in the northern and eastern provinces, the Veluwe, the northern part
of Limburg, the southern part of Brabant and in the Oostvaardersplassen
(a man-made nature reserve in Flevoland that holds thousands of red deer,
wild horses and Heck cattle). These
regions have fewer people living
there, and have good numbers of deer
and wild boar.
Oostvaardersplassen has enough
prey to support 50 wolves,” Lelieveld
says. “However, if you look at territories required for wolves, Germany’s
smallest range for wolves is 80 square
kilometers, which is already much
larger than the Oostvaardersplassen.
Realistically, the Oostvardersplassen could support 4-8 animals. But
they will also need the outer areas of
the Flevopolder for their territory. The
nature reserve is fenced in, but there
are entrances for roe deer which the
wolves can use. Actually, they can live
in the forests next to the park, and
when they want a snack, they can just
slip the fence and visit their own deer
buffet.”
In Germany, wolves have set up
house in regions of crop farmland
in Saxony and have also established
packs close to Berlin. So perhaps it is
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not out of the ordinary to expect them
to establish packs wherever they find
enough shelter and food, even if it is
close to Dutch human habitation in
the Randstad.

Conflict

Given their taste for sheep and other
livestock and game species that hunters like to shoot, EU protection is critically necessary for the wolf’s future
prosperity. Despite the many supporters, wolves still have many enemies.
“A wolf requires at least one roe
deer sized animal (20 kilos) to sustain
itself for a week” says Lelieveld.The
presence of wolves not only has a direct impact on animals they hunt, but
can also cause stress, which will limit
the prey’s ability to eat. Also, experts
say that prey species will change their
birthing habits when under wolf pressure, which reduces their populations
slightly. The same, some farmers
have accused, can be said about their
livestock. When wolves have been in
the area, farmers in Germany have
accused them of causing their flocks
of sheep to become sterile.

Wolves and traffic

In December of 2013, Der Spiegel
reported that wolves were blamed
for causing a horrific road accident.
The accident took place on a busy
stretch of highway between the cities
of Meissen and Riese in the German
state of Saxony. The incident occurred
when a group of horses somehow escaped their fenced paddock and ventured onto the road and were hit by
cars.
Seven horses were killed and two
driverse were severely injured. Local wolf critics and hunters said the
horses were scared out of their enclosure and onto the road by a pack
of wolves. However, no evidence that
wolves were to blame was passed
onto the authorities.
Two clear camps have formed
regarding the return of the wolf in
Germany: those who are for and
those who are against. Media reports
recorded five wolves had been killed
illegally and a suspected larger number killed and buried secretly. Thirty
wolves have been killed by traffic,
and a few days after the Meissen and
Riese traffic accident, a wolf pup was
found shot dead in the area.
Complaints from farmers also
emerged regarding large numbers
of wild boar forming mega herds to
protect themselves from wolf attack
and then crushing crops. Farmers also
claim they are not being compensated quickly enough which add to the
problems the wolf has brought with it
to Germany.
Conservationists and supporters
(many living in cities), as well as some
farmers, welcome the return of the
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wolf in Germany, however. They say
that the damage caused to livestock
is compensated and the cost is worth
it. They believe wolves have a right
to live alongside human populations
as they had always done before humans deforested the land, established
farms, and killed them off. Factors to
help farmers cope, such as the use of
electric fences and flock protection
dogs, have shown that humans can
also adapt their behavior to coincide
with the return of the wolf.

In the Netherlands

The Dutch are keen to avoid the dramas of their German neighbors. A
poll conducted by Bureau Intomart
in December of 2012, indicated that
50% of the Dutch population were in
favor of the wolf’s return and 33.3%

were against it.
Wolven in Nederland say that because the wolf is returning naturally,
this makes a positive difference to
the Dutch opinion, rather than if they
were deliberately introduced.
“The challenges will be in the areas where there is little natural prey
for the wolf but thousands of sheep,”
Leo Linnartz says. Dutch farmers will
be compensated, but to what degree
is unclear at this time.
In accordance with EU regulations, the wolf was officially made a
protected species in the Netherlands
in November of 2013, by order of the
State Secretary for the Environment.
The penalties for illegal hunting of
a protected species in this country are
a prison sentence of two years and/or
a fine of 7,400 euro. In comparison to

Germany, this seems rather light. In
that country, the fine is 50,000 euro
and 5 years in prison.
It is also emphasized by those trying to facilitate the predator’s return
that people are unlikely to be in danger of the wolf. And, in the words of
German veterinarian Oliver Krone,
who is fighting for the wolf’s survival
in Germany, as quoted in The Atlantic: “How can we ask countries to
protect their endangered (and often
dangerous) species such as lions, tigers, and elephants, if we cannot even
live alongside the wolf?”
This article was created with the
assistance of the volunteers and
staff of Wolven in Nederland. Much
of the information in the article was
referenced from their website.
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